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A WORKMAN APPROVED BY GOD
2 Timothy 2:14-26 (Key Verse 15)
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”

What is a worker approved by God? Who is that person who has won the approval from the Almighty God? This is the one who does not need to be ashamed, and the one who correctly handles the word of truth.

Apostle Paul encourages his sheep, the young man Timothy, to do his best to present himself to God as one approved. He encourages Timothy to make his goal to attain approval from God. In a world where people seek for approval from world, validation from people, we are encouraged to be extremely careful from this corruption, and rather seek approval from God Himself. This is the way of a believer who is approved by God. This believer is very much careful and critical of himself; in light of God’s word, always making that effort to present himself to God without blemishes, without shame for he understands who his master is; the holy and righteous God whose instructions and heart is embodied in the life of that workman. We are not talking about engaging in religious activities that are so often divorced from God, as though by them we are approved by God. No! We are talking about the kind of attitude, a mindset that one must have. In other words, we are talking about the kind of faith that must be seen in the life of person who is a workman approved by God. 

You know, 20 in a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. Yes! A worker approved by God is the one who is useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work for the Master. 

I am reminded back in the days when we knew that we are expecting guests. This would be a special day for us staying at home because for once in a blue moon, we’d get to experience the delicacies; nice food served in very expensive and beautiful plates and articles. Sometimes you’d be shocked to know that we had such beautiful, expensive looking utensils and plates. Very early in the morning my mom will ensure that the house is super clean; she’d sweep and mop the floor. After that she would apply floor polish, and once dry she would shine the floor. Then, the most interesting part was the food. After she had cooked a delicious meal, she would take out the most expensive looking plates, spoons and instruments to serve the guests. When the guests arrive, they would be warmly welcomed, and served in those special articles. We were used to eating in metal plates that are chipped or often disformed, and drinking in such metallic cups. But, the guests will be using totally different articles. Food always tasted different when served in those luxurious articles. 

One would ask, “what was the fuss all about”? It is because there are articles that are for special purpose, and other articles are for common purpose. You see, in God’s kingdom all articles are for special purposes only. There is no room for common purpose. Yes, a worker approved by God is the one who considers himself and carries herself like an article for special purposes. And this is indeed true; anyone who is Christ Jesus, anyone who serves the Lord is an article for special purpose. Shall I remind you of the special purpose we have in God? To be witnesses of His grace; preaching and teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ and the word of God to everyone. Yes, such people are instruments for special purposes. By this faith and knowledge, they are set apart; made holy, and useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. And these are workers approved by God.

Sadly, there are workers who are not approved by God. These are such people who are like articles for a common purpose. Let us not be deceived; to be articles for common purposes is a sin before God. It is not as though we have a choice to either be for special purposes or common purposes, and the same outcome is for either of the choices. No! It is to sin against God when we carry ourselves a though for common purposes. Such people are not workers approved by God. Period!

 Have you ever wondered what makes one for a common purpose? These are those whose lives reflect only their selfish and corrupt human desires. Their lives are not pleasing to God, but rather pleasing to man and the world. They can work their hardest for money, sleepless nights studying and gaining their degree for only themselves in the quest of a comfort seeking life. Their hearts have no space for God and what He wants. Their hearts are filled with their desires and corrupt needs of the youth; they do not know the truth nor do they correctly handle the truth. What comes out from their mouth is only death; they quarrel a lot, engaging in gossip and godless chatter. They do not want the truth, but are so excited by foolish and stupid arguments. Do you now see why there is no room for articles of common purposes in God’s kingdom? As a result, Apostle Paul gives Timothy this advise; 21 Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. May we all be encouraged to pursue approval from God, as instruments for God’s special purposes, and by faith repent from our selfish and godless mindset, and all be useful to God with our very own lives, from now on, and until He calls us home. Amen!

Who are the workmen approved by God? Let us read the key verse 15 once again. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
A worker approved by God is the one who does not need to be ashamed. I am sure one would wonder what is it that would make a worker ashamed? A worker who is ashamed is the one who knows that his work and what he lives for is not approved by God. Perhaps he knows that his life in this world is such that it is not directed nor fueled, nor inspired by God. As a consequence, the fruits of his life are not those that glorify God. The world and himself might approve, but God Himself is not impressed at all. As a result, he is filled with shame. Let us ponder upon the parable of the wedding banquet: 8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ What shall we say? Was not the guest ashamed? Indeed he was embarrassed. The king, out of His grace invited all people; all kinds of people be it good people, be it bad people. The king was not impressed at all. He didn’t approve the man who came to the wedding banquet; such a special occasion, and not wearing wedding clothes. He was wearing just common clothes. As a result, in his shame, he was thrown out of the wedding banquet. You see, shame is the result of those workers who do not present themselves as workmen approved by God. In other words, sin is the reason why many fall short of being workers approved by God. But, praises be to God. Through Jesus Christ, God has defeated sin and its power; death. Sin has no power, and Christ Jesus has taken away all our shame and has buried our shame with Himself, but when He rose from the dead by the power of God, we were given new lives; lives that are no longer controlled by sin and its shame, but holy lives that are pleasing to God, and useful to God. So, a worker in Christ might fall into sin, however, through Christ Jesus, a worker get ups, repents and continues to live a life worthy of God’s approval. May we all receive God’s salvation today through Christ Jesus, to take away all sorts of shame, and encourage us to live lives that glorify God. Amen!

Again, who are the workmen approved by God? Let us read the key verse 15 again. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

A worker approved by God is the one who correctly handles the word of truth. In today’s passage, to correctly handle the word of truth, a worker approved by God must pay particular attention and be careful of what comes out of his/her mouth. What comes out of the mouth can be summarized in two; the kind of words spoken, and the teaching/doctrine relayed to the people.

Firstly, a worker approved by God is the one who refrains from quarreling about words, and avoids godless chatter. He does not indulge in ungodly gossip nor is he quarrelsome. Have you ever seen how distasteful is a so-called believer who has a loose tongue? Not only does he bring shame to the Master, but also to himself and the gospel he claims to be a servant of. What comes out of his mouth is nothing good but death. What comes from his mouth is selfishness and pride, instead of generosity and humility. What comes out of his mouth is resentment instead of kindness. Jesus once taught His disciples, “out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks”. You see, speech reveals one’s true character. Words are not accidental utterances, but they reflect what is filled in the heart. The goodness or evil stored within will inevitably express itself outwardly through the words that come out of the mouth. So, one can pretend all he cares; seemingly deceiving others by the picture he presents on the public. However, by careful assessment of what comes out of his mouth; the words, indeed ones true nature will be revealed. For this reason, a worker approved by God must not only fill Himself with the word of truth, but through practice and intentional utterances of words that glorify God, builds his inner-man and character to the kind that God approves of.

So, Apostle Paul warns Timothy to be very careful of what comes out from his mouth because unholy words only bring death and makes one become more and more ungodly. Look at verse 14, 16-17, 23-24. 14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus. 23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Nothing good comes from unholy words/utterances. It is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. Their teaching and words spread like gangrene; cancer, and destroys those who listen to such filth. So, can this be a worker who is approved by God? Absolutely not! The kingdom of our Master God is all about building not ruining, healing those whose souls were impaired by sin, instead of infecting people’s souls with the sin virus via a medium of the spoken word. Foolish and stupid arguments will not yield any peace, but rather produce more quarrels. This is not a worker approved by God.

A worker approved by God is the one who utters words of life and truth. His words reflect not only the truth of God, but also the nature of God his Master; how graceful/merciful, loving, righteous, faithful and peaceful He is. Let us read verse 22. 22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Secondly, the workman with God’s stamp of approval is the one who correctly handles the word of truth by teaching a sound doctrine. Look at verses 17-18 again. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. When the word of truth is not correctly handled, false doctrines raise their ugly heads. That false doctrine is as dangerous as cancer and spreads ever so destructively violent against the soul of a person who listens like gangrene. Among the false teachers who have departed from the truth and spreading this cancer in their false doctrine were Hymenaeus and Philetus. Here is a rude awakening; if our doctrine is not Christ Jesus crucified and raised from the dead, we might as well close shop and join in the degeneration of the people of the world. We live in an age of so many false teachings and these are also coming from the so-called church, preached on Sundays to millions who are listening. They do not teach about Jesus crucified on the cross for the sins of the world. Rather, they will teach about mystical topics, prophecies and energies in the so-called spiritual world. They do not teach about Jesus who rose from the dead, rather they promote reliance and dependency on their self and will power. They do not teach and preach the gospel of Jesus, but rather they are much more comfortable in preaching a prosperity gospel. Even in their songs and singing, they neither glory God nor do they sing about the grace of God, but in their songs you see God made into a vending machine “praise Him until you get a breakthrough”. They would dance and dance until they are tired because God does not exist beyond the figment of their very much limited imagination and minds. These people can never be approved by God because they destroy people’s lives.

Hymenaeus and Philetus taught that the resurrection had already taken place. In their heresy, they only understood and taught about the resurrection as of a spiritual resurrection from sin, alone, and as a result denied the bodily resurrection as well. Since they taught that the resurrection has already taken place, this destroyed the faith of those who listened to them in that there is no longer a need for the hope of the second coming of Jesus. We are taught that Jesus’ second coming is the realization of the full resurrection. This is also taught by Jesus Himself in the gospels, and the resurrection has taken place, then His second coming is of no significance. This was a very dangerous teaching! The resurrection is both spiritual and physical. Yes, since Christ already rose from the dead, and we are awaiting His second coming where the full measure of resurrection will be realized into eternal life with Him. Yes, this sinful physical body is still alive and kicking. To ignore its existence means being sold into the deception that we are immune from sin, and that there is no need to live holy repentant lives before God by the grace of Jesus. 

May God give us all His Holy Spirit to lead us all into truth, and forever be hopeful of the second coming of Jesus and the gift of eternal life He has at the day of the fullness of His resurrection. Amen! 

A worker approved by God must not only teach the correct doctrine, but in the quest of correctly handling the word of truth, he must pay particular attention on “how” to administer that sound doctrine. Look at verse 25 & 26. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. There will forever be opponents to the gospel. Many of us were once opponents, but now are friends and heirs of the very same Gospel. So, here is the wisdom, not to see anyone as an opponent deserving of competition, an argument, fights, resentments, rather to see them as fellow candidates of God’s kingdom, God’s special people who are also invited to salvation, and with kindness, humility and gentle instruction in line with God’s word, they are brought to the knowledge of the truth. You see, to correctly handle the word of truth means that we should be considerate in the manner that we teach or preach God’s truth. And this is how we do : in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil. For this reason, let us forever pray for our friends and families, our government and the leaders, our enemies and whoever we might be tempted to frown upon due to their sinfulness. And this hope will not disappoint. Indeed, they too will be brought to the truth and they will be saved. This is God’s promise. Amen!

In conclusion, there is no greater honor in this world that compares with being a worker approved by the Almighty God; the creator of the heavens and the earth. Oh what a special privilege it is to be counted as those worthy instruments; articles for special purposes of God, a people of God set apart, holy and useful to the Master for every good work. If this message resonates with you, please, let us then give glory to God and pray. Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to give us the grace to repent, and make every effort to not only present ourselves as worthy, approved workers of God, but to also make every effort to cleanse and rid ourselves from all useless works. To God be the glory. Amen!
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