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FAN INTO FLAME THE GIFT OF GOD
2 Timothy 1:1-14 (Key 1:6)
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands 


Apostle Paul encourages Timothy, “fan into flame the gift of God”. Do you perhaps know what it means to fan into a flame? Fanning means to increase the strength of a fire by blowing on it or stirring up the air near it. What is the use of a fire if it doesn’t burn into a flame? What is the use of a fire if not hot enough to heat or burn? Trying cooking with a low heat, and you will see how inefficient that is. I am reminded back in the days how we used to cook with a man-made fire. It could be that we didn’t have electricity at that time, but we could still cook using the old traditional method of using live fire. We’d go out and fetch fire wood and make fire, and then start to cook as soon as we see a flame. With time, that fire would lose its power if not fanned up. So, it was very important to keep the fire burning by fanning it especially when you notice that the fire is losing its strength. One would add more wood or rearrange the wood, and blow air into the fire to rekindle it. Suddenly, what was dim and with little heating is now a live red flame and is cooking a delicious well-made dish. You see, the trick is to ensure that the fire if fanned into a flame, at all times. 

As you would’ve imagined, fanning a fire into a flame requires both a physical and a mental effort. In fact, in the olden days, only strong healthy and physically fit men would be led in the engine room, for the purpose of refueling the engine. Their job would be to fanning the flame as you would have imagined it. Again, I ask, what is the use of a fire that burns only a little? What is the use of a fire that is not hot enough? 

In today’s passage, Apostle Paul encourages Timothy, his sheep, to fan into flame the gift of God given him. It is without question; Timothy had received the gift of God. The gift of God is indeed in him. However, if the gift of God is not fanned into flame, it will remain ineffective and without results. If the gift of God is not fanned up; rekindled, it will not glorify God, it will not yield any spiritual fruits, but just remain a mere potential that was never realized. 

We have learned in Act 1 that the Holy Spirit is indeed the gift of God. We are also told about the power that is borne by the Holy Spirit. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” [Ac 1:8]. This is the same gift of the Holy Spirit that Timothy had received from God. However, it is the sad truth, that if the gift of God is not fanned up into flame, even the Holy Spirit, it will but remain dormant in us without power and fruits. How can one expect to see the effect and the impact of the Holy Spirit in his life, if he is not disciplined in the obedience of the word of God and keeping up with repentance? For this reason, Apostle encourages Timothy, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

Through ordination by the elders, including Apostle Paul, Timothy had received a gift of being a minister of the word of God; being prepared in season and out season; preaching and teaching the word of God with careful instruction. He was also reminded, Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you [1 Ti 4:14]. Yet again, if this gift of God is not fanned up into flame, it will be of no effect, it will be of no use, no power and utterly ineffective. Yes, we are encouraged to fan into flame the gift of God lest we are in contempt of God, and despising the very same precious gift He has given us.

Consider the parable of the bags of gold in Matthew 25:14-30: 14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.

You see, to fan into flame the gift of God means to be a reliable, wise and faithful servant of God who not only treats with care the mission God gave him, but also who puts that gift of God into use and yielding much fruit. On the contrary, the one who does not put into effective and efficient use of the gift of God is a foolish servant of God who will not yield any fruit, and misusing the powerful gift of God. Therefore, let us all be encouraged to fan into flame the gift of God given us. Some might ask, “what is the gift of God given me?” Not only is it the Holy Spirit, but more so the mission of being servants of the word of God and witnessing about His grace. So then, let us all be encouraged to repent from our dormancy, and fan up the gift of God that is in us! Amen!

Now, look at verse 7. This is what we can expect to experience when we fan up to flame the gift of God. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. At some point, blessed are those who fan up to flame the gift of God, for they will receive power. This is the power to live and lead a genuine effective and impactful life. They are not timid, but through the boldness as a result of the power, they challenge the status quo for glory of God’s kingdom. They are not ashamed to go against the norms and godless ways of the world, but are all the more emboldened to live for God. In a world where it so easy to be distracted from what is really important, they are able to be self-discipled, firm and strongly grounded in God and His word to live an impactful life. In a world where love is perverted, and where many are seeking and in need of real love, those who fan up to flame the gift of God are filled with the love of God, by the work of the Holy Spirit. You see, this is what defines a life of Christian, and can be experience in all the areas of our lives; be it in our school, our employment and job and even in our families and other relationships. But to experience this, we need to fan up to flame the gift of God.

Now that we know what to fan up to flame the gift of God is, and priceless results of it, how then can we fan up to flame the gift of God?

Firstly, to join in the suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. Look at verse 8 – 9. 9 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time. To fan up to flame the gift of God requires effort; it is very much practical. There are many things that might cause us to not actively participate in the Gospel. They cause us not to be so keen for the Gospel, and rather to be reluctant believers. One of those is the fear of challenges, persecutions and suffering that comes with the Gospel work and following Christ. Apostle Paul provides a solution. Let us read again verse 8. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. We fan up to flame the gift of God when we practically make a decision of faith to not shy away from the gospel and its challenges, but rather, to join in the suffering for the gospel by the power of God. Perhaps Timothy might have been discouraged when he heard about Apostle Paul who was experiencing so much suffering because of the Gospel. Apostle Paul was imprisoned because of standing for the Gospel. However, this very same prisoner could have so much power and influence even in prison. Why? Because he was not discouraged by the challenges, rather, being fully confident in the power of God, being fully emboldened by the grace of God, he understood that participating in the gospel despite the challenges was actually a blessing in disguise! This made him live a very powerful life. Yes, he was in prison. However, he was able to encourage many However, he was able to encourage many through the letter he wrote while he was suffering in prison. Timothy was a beneficiary of the effects of fanning up to flame the gift of God. He received valuable spiritual guidance through letter Apostle Paul wrote to him while suffering in prison. Today, we also are beneficiaries of the letters; the word of God. 

The power of God, or the grace of God is the reason we can join in the suffering for the gospel, and fan up the gift of God. This power or ability to join in the suffering for the gospel is borne not from our own will power, but by the purpose of God which was set into motion before the beginning of time. This is the grace of God given us in Christ Jesus. Moreover, we can join in the suffering for the gospel because Jesus had destroyed sin and death. Since through Jesus Christ we have also have defeated sin and death; the genesis and ultimate definition of ‘suffering’, what is there to fear then but to join in the suffering for the gospel? Look at verse 10. 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Apostle Paul declares that Christ Jesus has destroyed death, and that He has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. This concept is quite revolutionary, and I pray that we all can grasp and accept it: Since death is destroyed, there could never be a suffering to fear or be discouraged by. This is so because what we have now through the gospel is life and immortality! Praise God! So then, what is left for us to do is to fan up to flame the gift of God, but actively participating in the suffering for the gospel. Practically, how does this look and mean? May God give us this grace, amen!

Secondly, how can we fan up to flame the gift of God? By the faith and conviction that God is able to guard the gift of God in us. Look at verses 11, 12 & 14. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. Apostle Paul was convinced that the task of being a herald of the gospel and a bible teacher was given by God Himself; the same God who has the power to guard the task, and make it a success. This is the kind of faith we need to remind ourselves, day and night; reminding ourselves about the gracious and faithful God who is able to guard this wonderful gift planted in us. In so doing, we will be fanning up to flame the gift of God.

Lastly, we fan up to flame the gift of God by keeping the word of God with faith and love. Look at verse 13. 13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Once again, the word of God is very much instrumental in living spiritual life of power. This was Apostle Paul’s advise to Timothy to fan into flame the gift of God. That which Timothy heard from Apostle Paul, that which he received and read in the letters was the word of God; sound teaching which he was advised to keep, to hold on to with faith and love.

You know, those who were before us could fan up into flame the gift of God through preparing and attending bible studies weekly, teaching the word of God, and attending the worship service where they could hear God’s message. In this way, the gift of God was actively at work and it yielded power; the work of God could be effective and even help us overcome sin, and gradually transforming ones life from the control of sin, to being used by the Holy Spirit and living a life of spiritual power.

In conclusion:
Our lives as Christians in this world can be of substance when we fan up to flame the gift of God in us. On the contrary, our lives will generally be of no substance, no impact and no power if we do not actively fan up to flame the mission God has given us. We have learned that we can have power when we join in and participate in the suffering for the gospel, when we hold on and keep the word of God with love and faith, and also, being fully convinced and trusting that God is able and faithful to help us; giving us strength where we are weak, counselling us where we are confused and lost. So then, let us sincerely assess our spiritual lives. I am sure we will admit that we have become ineffective, dormant, complacent, powerless and with little fruit when we did not actively fan up to flame the gift of God. However, we praise God for His word today. We can live meaningful and powerful lives when we fan up to flame the gift of God. Let us be encouraged to see how we can practically apply this message in our lives. Amen!
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