02 June-July Special Message				 		                                                              Wits UBF 
June 2026									                                          South Africa
									
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
1 John 1:1-10 (Key Verse: 1:3)
“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us, And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.”

In this passage we are going to learn about Christian Fellowship, what it is and how can we maintain it. From the key verse we learn that Christian Fellowship is fellowship that John and the other Apostles had with one another and with God the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are going to learn what this fellowship is like, what it means to have fellowship with the Father and the Son, what is the significance of having fellowship with the father and the son. Why is it important to have this fellowship? In what sense is it different from any other form of fellowship. And lastly, we are going to learn how we can maintain this fellowship and why it is important to maintain it.

May God have mercy on you and me to receive one word, be transformed and focus on Christian fellowship.

The passage today gives us an introduction of a pastoral letter that John wrote to the early Christian community. To begin, let us look at verses 1-2: “1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.” John began by saying, “That which was from the beginning”, this is similar to how he began the gospel book of John. In John 1:1 he said: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” So, “That which was from the beginning” refers to Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Alpha, the Beginning. He is not a created being, but the Creator of the universe and all life. Furthermore, John refers to him as the “the Word of life,” and “the eternal life.” This life is not temporal or fading, like that of human beings, but indestructible, eternal life. “The life appeared” refers to God becoming human in the person of Jesus Christ, Incarnation.

John proclaimed incarnate Jesus saying: “which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched…” This proclamation had much deeper meaning, John and the other disciples were not just eyewitnesses of the incarnate Jesus. They had lived experiences with Jesus, they touched him, looked at him, they heard him teach the words of God, they had a deep relationship with him, walked with him. They saw Jesus transform people’s lives in supernatural ways, healing the sick, driving out demons, they saw Jesus change people’s lives, the tax collectors, healing the blind, the leprous. John and the other disciples witnessed the risen Jesus, they touched his flesh, his wounds, they saw Jesus ascend to the heavens. John’s experience of the incarnate Jesus was life changing, it was deep and hence he could not help but testify and proclaim it to the early Christians, and to me and you today.

But what was the purpose of John proclaiming and testifying about Jesus Christ? Let us look at verse 3: “3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” The goal was that the early Christian believers may have fellowship with them, that we may have fellowship with them. Firstly, what does fellowship mean? And what does fellowship with them mean? Fellowship means intimate sharing and participation. To have fellowship in our world, people create social gatherings such as clubs, cycling clubs, chess clubs, stokvels. However these fellowships are temporal and shallow, and some can even be harmful, such as drinking club. But the fellowship that John was referring to was everlasting, it is fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. John testified and proclaimed Jesus Christ to the early Christians and to us, so that we may have fellowship with God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ too. When we have fellowship with God we can extend our fellowship to one another. John was talking about Christian fellowship, not worldly fellowship.

Now what is Christian fellowship like? Christian fellowship, is fellowship centered around God, governed by God. God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit have perfect fellowship with one another, fellowship of love, harmony and peace. Now Christian fellowship is of the same nature, for it is centered around God. In verse 4 it says: “4 We write this to make our joy complete.” So when we have Christian fellowship, our hearts are filled with joy, when we have fellowship with God and with one another, our hearts are filled with joy. Now because we are God’s special possession, from the beginning God desired to have fellowship with us, and our inner being desire to have fellowship with God. Before sin entered the world, Adam and Eve had fellowship with God in the garden of Eden, leaving them with great joy. When sin entered the world, God raised Abraham and had fellowship with him, that is why he is even referred to as a friend of God. God raised the nation Israel as his possession, a kingdom of priests and holy nation, because his desire is to have fellowship mankind, also because man’s deep desire is to have fellowship with God. God carried the people of Israel on eagles wings out of the land of slavery to have fellowship with them. 

God raised David, referred to as man after the God’s heart, and he had fellowship with him. Even though mankind rebelled against God, God never gave up, he constantly reached out and presented every opportunity for mankind to have fellowship with him. He even sent his one and only Son Jesus Christ into the very sinful world, born in a manger, he lived among great sinners and had fellowship with them, tax collectors, prostitutes, the proud, lustful men and woman, the Pharisees. God sacrificed the life of his Son Jesus Christ on the cross, that we may have fellowship with him. That we may have joy. Once Jesus met a woman at the well, who was tormented by her sins, tormented by her many husbands, she was thirsty and nothing could quench her thirst. When Jesus had fellowship with her, her thirst was quenched, her worries disappeared. Through fellowship with Jesus, she could receive living water that quenched her thirst to eternity, leaving her with great joy. In John 4:39 it says: “39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.”” This is what Christian fellowship is like, it leaves us with great joy, and spills over and impacts many others, it urges us to have fellowship with one another by preaching and testifying the incarnate Jesus Christ.

Now how can we maintain Christian fellowship? First, we need to know who God is. Let us look at verse 5: “5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.” When Jesus was with John and the other disciples, he made it clear and revealed to them who God is, and that is God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all. What does this mean? First this means that God is pure, he is holy, there is no fault in God, in God there is no darkness. God is not like human beings; in him there is no sin. That is why Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, he is without sin, he is the lamb without blemish. Everything is perfect in God, his love is pure and perfect, his fellowship is perfect, it is not selfish like we get today in our world, his fellowship is for the greater good. There is no risk in having fellowship with God, rather gain and inner fulfilment.

Furthermore, God is light means when we welcome him into our hearts, to have fellowship with him, he is able to expose all sin that is in our hearts, bring us to realization that we are sinners and give us the opportunity to come to him and repent. Without fellowship with God, our lives remain in darkness, and sin has its way with us, it torments us and hinders us from having fellowship with God, but when we know who God is and his power, we can have courage to come to him, have fellowship with him and be freed from the power of sin. 

Based on who God is, John explained what we should do and not do in order to maintain Christian fellowship. First what should we not do? This is what hinders us from having fellowship with God. Let us look at verse 6: “6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.” Here John is warning us against lip service, saying something that is not living in our hearts, saying we have fellowship with God, yet our actions are otherwise, we live in sin with no repentance, when we live in this way we are in darkness, we deliberately hide from the light of God, while on Sunday we give an impression of some form of godliness.

Furthermore, in verse 8 it says: “. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” Here John is warning us against denying our sinful nature, if we deny our sinful nature we deny the power of Jesus, and this is deception because we have learnt that we need Jesus, Jesus had to die to save us from our sinful nature. Again being saved is not a one time thing, when we accepted Jesus as our Savior, but daily we need Jesus to save us, we cannot claim to be without sin, daily we need Jesus to save us. When we acknowledge Jesus, we can come to Jesus and have fellowship with him.

Lastly in verse 10 John warned us saying: “10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.” Here John warned us from denying that we have sinned, even though we might have grown up as good boys and girls, we have sinned before God and we need Jesus. In Romans 3:23 it says: “23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” God is real, Jesus walked the earth, he lived among us sinners, healed the sin, drove out demons, he was crucified because of our sins, he died and rose again on the third day and he ascended to the heavens and now he is seated at the right hand of God the father with all authority and power. If we harden our hearts from this fact, we cannot have fellowship with God, we cannot experience the full satisfaction that our inner being yearns for. 

In order to maintain our Christian Fellowship, John added first in verse 7 saying: “7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” In order to maintain our Christian fellowship, we must walk in the light. What does this mean? This means we must come to God, allow him to shine his light in our hearts, expose the hidden sins, make us realise that we are sinners who need saving, who need to be cleansed. Furthermore, John says we must have fellowship with one another? What does this mean? This means we must have godly fellowship with one another, have fellowship centered around God, fellowship filled with love, compassion, humility, serve one another, wash each other’s feet and lead one another to God. Not watch our brother and sisters get lost. When walk in the light and have fellowship with one another, the blood of Jesus will purify us from sin.

Lastly, to maintain our Christian Fellowship, John added verse 9 saying: “9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” To confess our sins implies a detailed specific confession of our wrong thoughts, words, actions and attitudes. In the world, when people confess their sins, they are criticized, condemned and judged. And so people are afraid to confess their sins. But God does not condemn and judge those who confess their sins. Rather, if we confess our sins, God is so faithful and merciful, and forgives all our sins. Moreover, God purifies us from all unrighteousness. And then we can grow to be more like Jesus. And our fellowship with God and with others can be deeper, more meaningful and fruitful.

On Friday while driving back from the shops with my family, I received a message from one of my customers at work, a customer that we bent backwards to support his project. What was his message? He made an unreasonable request, insignificant request, unnecessary request, complicating matters on my side and said it is contractual. That message changed my mood completely, it made me angry and vindictive, at that very moment I was ready to make his life hell, it stole my peace which affected my family peace just before a weekend. I became angry. Why? Because my work, meant the world to me, peace at work was my pillar. Work had become my most valued social club. But from today’s passage I have learnt that fellowship from work cannot truly satisfy me. What can truly satisfy me is fellowship in God, and indeed when I got home my wife and I had fellowship through a devotion based on Exodus 20:3: “3 “You shall have no other gods before me” and Psalm 37:4: “4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” with Title: “REMEMBER THAT YOU LIVE in a fallen world, an abnormal world tainted by sin.” It further said, much frustration and failure result from your seeking perfection in this life. The devotion encouraged me to focus on Jesus, the only one who is perfect. It added that only closeness to Jesus can satisfy my deep yearning and fill me with joy. 

After reading the devotion, I could realize my sin of seeking perfection in the fallen world and not God, immediately I could repent and put my trust in God, I sought his help and prayed that I may focus on having fellowship with God. As I was praying, I was also reminded by last week message, to have faith in God. Sh. Lesedi taught us that to have faith in God, means to have God as our object of faith not ourselves.

Conclusion
From today’s passage we have leant that our inner most being yearns for fellowship with God, to be truly satisfied and filled with joy. We have learnt that it is God’s desire to have fellowship with us, even though we are sinners and God is holy. God even sent his one and only Son into this world to give us the privilege and opportunity to have fellowship with him. Today many people think in order to be fully satisfied they need to be part of certain circles, clubs, students on campus suffer from being excluded from certain groups, some put so much pressure on themselves thinking a degree is their only shot to enter those circles and be fully satisfied. But from today, we have learnt that all this things are temporal, what we need is fellowship with God, fellowship that spills over impacting many other people, encouraging us to testify and proclaim the incarnate Jesus, and invite others to fellowship with us and with God. I pray that God may help us to meditate on who Jesus is, the light of the world and continuously come to him and have fellowship with him. 
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