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JACOB MARRIES LEAN AND RACHEL

Genesis 29:1-30:24 (Key Verse 29:27-28)
“Finish this daughter's bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work." And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife.”

What do we do when life does not unfold as we expected? What do we make of the years that seem consumed by pressure, disappointment, family burdens, unmet expectations, and responsibilities that leave us exhausted? Have you ever looked at your life and wondered whether the best years are slipping by in routine struggle, difficult relationships, or quiet suffering? Jacob certainly could have. Yet this passage compels us to see that what appears to be chaos to us may, in fact, be the careful providence of God. In last week’s message we saw how for the first time Jacob experiences God personally. Before chapter 28 we can say we studied about the God of Abraham, the God and Isaac. However, from chapter 28 we study the God of Jacob. Jacob met God personally, and God said to Jacob, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”(28:15). From today’s passage we shall see how God was with Jacob. Behind every hardship in Haran, God was shaping Jacob, humbling his character, and fulfilling promises far greater than Jacob could comprehend. The same question therefore confronts us today: if God is at work even in our hardest seasons, are we willing to trust Him when we cannot yet see what He is doing? For you and me, today may we received newly what it means that God is with us in our lives? 

In chapter 29 Jacob finally arrives in Haran. When he reaches Haran he meets a young woman named Rachel at a well, and she is the younger daughter of his uncle Laban. When Laban hears from his daughter that his sister’s son, that is, his nephew, has come, he runs to meet him and brings him to his house. After
watching Jacob for a month, Laban sees that he is remarkably capable and faithful. He wants to keep him. So he proposes an employment contract and says, look at verse 15 “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.” Laban has two daughters, the older Leah and the younger Rachel. The bible tells us that Leah’s eyes are weak. Practically this may mean that when she looks at something she would have to squint her eyes and face, and so this does not make her look very pretty. 

Rachel, on the other hand, is lovely in form and beautiful. In fact, Jacob fell in love from the moment he saw Rachel at the well [29:9-12]. So when his uncle asks what wages he wants, Jacob says in verse 18, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.” Seven years is a long time long enough even to finish undergraduate plus post-graduate studies (at least at Master’s level). 

But look at verse 20, “So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.” Jacob loved Rachel, but he was not just a 'romantic dreamer.' Unlike men today who fall in love easily and change easily, Jacob was a man of faithfulness and tenacity who worked seven years with the passion of winning one woman. His love was that pure.

However, unlike Jacob, Laban was not faithful. After the seven years, when Jacob asks Laban to give him Rachel as his wife, Laban gathers the townspeople and holds a feast, but when night comes he sends the older daughter Leah into the bridal chamber. Since the bride’s face was completely covered with a veil, Jacob could not know. Imagine how upset and angry Jacob must have been when he discovered the next morning that the bride was Leah, not Rachel! But Laban unapologetic says, look at verse 26-27, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.”

If it were us, we might have stormed out of that house. But Jacob serves Laban another seven years. It is to obtain his beloved Rachel. Thus, Laban uses Jacob’s pure love to make him work seven years, then uses Rachel as bait to make him work seven more, and later uses property as bait to make him work six more; in all, he exploits him for twenty years and changes his wages ten times [31:7,41]. Jacob, an expert at deceiving, is neatly deceived by Laban. Laban’s level is far higher than Jacob’s. If Jacob was a master, Laban is a grand-master.

Moreover, Jacob must suffer because of the rivalry between his two wives. Leah is sorrowful because she never wins her husband’s love. God has pity on Leah and gives her four sons. Then Rachel, not to be outdone, gives her maid to Jacob as a concubine so that she might bear sons. Leah, in turn, gives her maid. Jacob must Jacob have suffered between two wives! While in Haran Jacob is tormented, Leah who struggles to gain her husband’s love, and Rachel who burns with jealousy toward her sister. Especially in chapter 30 verse 1, the very Rachel he loved so much nags him, “Give me children, or I’ll die!” But Jacob himself is on the verge of death. “Is that really Rachel, the one I fell for by the well? My eyes must have gone wrong. Did I slave away fourteen years to get her? I must have been crazy.” Such thoughts must have come naturally. The beauty of love and the dream of marriage shatter, and it seems that twenty precious years have just passed by. Yet God is accomplishing his great purpose precisely in the midst of this.

First, God trains Jacob to have the character of a source of blessing: At home Jacob exploits his brother Esau’s weakness to seize the birthright. He also deceives his father to obtain the blessing. In a word, Jacob is “a deceiver”(27:36). But in Haran Jacob is thoroughly deceived by Laban. Through such a Laban Jacob must have seen his former self and become sick of a life of cheating others. Jacob is also a highly competitive man - he was born grasping Esau’s heel, trying to come out first from the womb. Now, however, Jacob himself must suffer because of his two wives’ rivalry. Thus Jacob’s ambition is broken, and he learns that he must put an end to a life of deception and live truthfully. Living and rubbing shoulders with Laban, Leah, and Rachel, he must grow into a big person wh

o can handle all kinds of people. 

Second, God gives Jacob twelve sons: The twelve sons whom Jacob has through Leah and Rachel and through Bilhah and Zilpah, whom they each give to Jacob as concubines to outnumber the other, will become the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. As he promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God makes a great nation; and Jacob becomes the actual ancestor of the chosen people Israel. Though Jacob is distracted being tormented by jealous wives, God uses this to accomplish his great work.

In 47:9 Jacob later says before Pharaoh king of Egypt that he has lived a “hard life.” It seems that this hard life is especially the twenty years in Haran. Yet during precisely this hard life God molds him into a man fit to be a source of blessing and forms the nation of Israel who will become his chosen people. And these things are accomplished without Jacob even being conscious of them. They are not done in special places but in the midst of Jacob’s everyday life of marrying, bearing children, and the heat of household strife. It is almost mysterious that the most precious things are accomplished during the hardest years of Jacob’s life.

Even if one is a princess of some nation or the precious child of a rich house, when you look closely, life is truly petty, shameful, and hard. Yet in the midst of it God accomplishes noble purposes and glorious works, makes us know true peace, and gives us a rich character. Thinking of this, we cannot at any moment of life grumble that the times are hard, drown our “petty life” in alcohol or social media, or sleep away life as meaningless. At every moment we must be awake and pray and look to see what purpose God is accomplishing in us, I am also talking to myself. If we cannot see, at least we must live each moment seriously.

In Haran Jacob may think he has wasted time, being exploited by Laban and battered by his wives, with all his ambition and dreams shattered. But even without his knowing, God is with him and is accomplishing precious and great things. Romans 5:3-4 says, “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” When we know God’s being with us, every moment of life becomes precious. I once saw a video about what we ask for.

I asked for strength and
God gave me difficulties to make me strong.
I asked for wisdom and
God gave me problems to solve.
I asked for prosperity and
God gave me brawn and brains to work.
I asked for courage and
God gave me dangers to overcome.
I asked for patience and
God placed me in situations where I was forced to wait.
I asked for love and
God gave me troubled people to help.
I asked for favors and
God gave me opportunities.
I asked for nothing I wanted and
received everything that I needed.
My prayers have all been answered.

Before I got married I thought I knew myself very well. I thought I was this considerate person, sacrificial, patient and caring. First it was just me and Becca, and I was constantly challenged seeing my true colors and areas that still needed growing. Then while I thought I was getting there, we started having kids. How do I manage as leader of my home, there is kids, I have a wife am also leader for God’s ministry. It’s a student ministry, they need attention, they are at the verge of making life changing decisions, careers, which course to take, who to marry and all. Same time I have a young marriage, young growing children, whom I am a world to them. I am a lecture an academic which has its own demands and which I need to provide for family. How can I manage all of these things. Naturally I am a person who takes long to make decisions. Now with what is on my plate, that skill or character is not helpful. So I have found myself having to manage instead of shepherding. Constantly being challenged by the word of God, to shepherd God’s people and failing dismally. At home I suppose only my wife can tell me how am doing. However, in all of this looking at Jacob, his life with the two wives was hard and painful. However, because of God’s promise, because he met God personally in his life, in his eyes all was terrible, things seemed to be falling apart. However, God was busy established the 12 tribes of Israel. Above all God was busy molding him to become the father of the nation of Israel. Lately getting has been my worries, because it is a clear sign that time is not stagnant but moving. One day, I will be no more, but life will continue. This University will continue to produce students, this ministry will continue. However, it is my prayer that, I do not loose sight of God’s promises, above all, that Jesus continues to be my lord and personal savior. Amen!

In conclusion, Jacob’s years in Haran teach us that God is often doing His deepest work in the seasons that feel the most painful, confusing, and unproductive. This teaches that the believer must not evaluate life merely by visible success, comfort, or personal fulfilment, but by trust in the sovereign God who works through ordinary struggles to produce holiness, perseverance, and redemptive outcomes (Rom. 5:3–5; Gen. 50:20). While Jacob saw exploitation, family strife, broken expectations, and hardship, God saw a man being shaped for His purposes and a covenant nation being formed through ordinary, difficult life. So too in our lives: the burdens we carry, the disappointments we endure, and the pressures that seem to consume our days are not meaningless interruptions to God’s plan they are often the very instruments by which He sanctifies us, deepens our faith, and accomplishes purposes greater than we can presently see. Therefore, when life feels heavy and our labor seems unnoticed, we must remember that the God who was faithful to Jacob is faithful still: He wastes no suffering, and abandons none of His promises. Our calling is to trust Him, remain faithful in the ordinary duties before us, and walk each day believing that even now He is working all things together for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28).
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