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FAITHFUL PURCHASE IN A PROMISED LAND
Genesis 23:1-20 (Key Verse: 4)
[bookmark: _Hlk222581566]“I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.”

In today’s passage we are going to witness Abraham’s response to Sarah’s death. Sarah’s death took place while they were in the promised land, long after they were blessed with the Son of the promise, Isaac. When Sarah, died Abraham wept and mourned for her, however through this passage we will see him saying and doing something interesting. In order to bury Sarah he was determined to purchase a piece of land where he would bury Sarah. He said in the key verse: “I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead” Therefore through today’s passage we will learn what did he mean he was a foreigner and stranger in the land, and also what it meant for Abaraham to purchase the land.

I pray that the Lord may have mercy on you and me, to receive one word from today’s passage.

The passage begins with a rather sad and tragic scenery; it begins with Sarah’s death who had lived hundred and twenty-seven years. She died at Hebron in the land of Canaan. How did Abraham respond to Sarah’s death? Sarah was the love of Abraham, they have been through thick and thin together, they experienced so much together, dealing with a childless problem for ages, being called by God to leave their country and their people and go to the land the Lord was to show them. Along with Sarah, Abraham had to trust God, have faith in God that even though they were both in their old age, Sarah was barren, God would bless them with a Son. Sarah was Abraham’s cheer leader, even though he made many mistakes she was by his side throughout. Sarah was a godly woman, an exemplary woman, a great blessing to Abraham. 

Furthermore, how wonderful would it be for Abraham together with Sarah to play with their grandchildren, Isaac’s offspring? To meet Isaac’s wife and teach her one or two things. Considering all these things, we can be sure that the death of Sarah was not easy to deal with. And as expected Abraham mourned and wept for her.

However, immediately after that, something interesting happened. Let us look at verse 3-4: “3 Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites. He said, 4 “I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.”” Of course while mourning, as a husband the next thing that needs to be done is to prepare for the burial, and Abraham did exactly that, but what is interesting is how he did it. First, he recognized himself as a foreigner and stranger in the land. What does this mean? The Lord was very clear that Abraham would inherit this land, why did he refer to himself as stranger and foreigner in the land. Abraham referred to himself in this way because he recognized that his real home was heaven. In Hebrews 11:9-10 it says: “9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.” Even in the midst of grief, Abaraham never lost sight of his hope in the kingdom of heaven, his faith was not shaken by Sarah’s death, but rather he was drawn more to the hope of God.

Furthermore, he said to the Hittites: “Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.” Although he recognized his real home as heaven, he wanted to bury Sarah in Canaan, also he did not want to return to his hometown in the Ur of Chaldeans to bury Sarah. But he wanted to bury Sarah in the Canaan. Why was it important to bury Sarah in Canaan, that he even wanted to purchase land. This is because of the Covenant of God, the promise of God. Abraham’s response shows that he had faith in the promise of God, that indeed his offspring will occupy this land, and so in faith that God will establish all this, he actively sought to purchase this land. This is very amazing, grief and mourning did not cancel Abraham’s faith, in the midst of mourning and grief Abraham’s hope in the promise of God heightened. How amazing is this. Today, when people experience loss, loss of loved ones, loss of a job, failure at university, failure at work, failure in marriage they become distant from God, they complain and question many things, why did God let this happen? They blame themselves; they blame others and are left confused. Abraham remained hopeful, when he experienced loss, he had faith in the Lord all the more, he held on to the promise of God, that his offspring will occupy this land, and so he wanted to buy the land.

 What was the response of the Hittites when Abraham requested to buy the land in Canaan? Let us look at verse 6: “6 “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb for burying your dead.”” The Hittites showed great kindness to Abraham, they offered him to bury Sarah in the choicest of their tombs. They said you are a mighty prince among us. Abraham lived a very humble life while in Canaan, he lived in tents, but his life had a great influence to the people of Canaan, why is that? It is because of his faith in God, even though he might have not spoken to the people about God, his life showed that he is a servant of a mighty God. How we live our lives is much more important than what we say. Because of his faith in God, Abraham had a great influence to the people in Canaan. Back in the days, I shared with Sh. Jacob how I am worried about my family, their salvation, especially my father. And he told me, the best thing I can do for them is to have faith in Jesus, fully surrender my life to Jesus, and when they see Jesus who is working in my life they too will be changed by Jesus.

Now what did Abraham do, when they offered him to bury Sarah in the choicest tomb? Let us look at verse 7-9: “7 Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land, the Hittites. 8 He said to them, “If you are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf 9 so he will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site among you.”” Abraham wanted to purchase the land, this was not just about a burial for Sarah, but an opportunity to express his faith in the promise of God, it was about the stamping of the hope of God he had had in his heart. Buying the land was about faith in the covenant of God, that his offspring would occupy this land. On the other hand, turning down the offer from the Hittites, may also come negative, the Hittites may wonder, why is this foreigner rejecting our offer? And so for their sake, Abraham bowed down before them. Abraham exercised his character of peacemaker, and with persistence, humility and great wisdom asked them and said: ““If you are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf 9 so he will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site among you.”” 

The promise of God was so real for Abraham, it was important for him to buy the land in Canaan, it was important for him purchase the cave of Machpelah. Abraham had the vision of God in his heart; the promise of God was real in Abraham’s heart. Do you have the vision of God in your heart, that even amid grief and loss, you are willing to hold on to God’s purpose and vison by faith? The missionaries when they were sent to South Africa, they spent so much money serving us, lunch after worship service, transporting us from our places to worship services and for Bible studies. They persistently did this, because they had faith in God, they had the vision of God in their hearts that Wits University campus would be established as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, that God will raise his servants, professor shepherds who would serve campus students with the word of God. And so by buying us lunch and transporting us, they persistently purchased a piece of land on Wits campus.

When Abraham humbly pleaded with the Hittites, by faith to take him to Ephron son of Zohar, they granted his request and took him to the gate of his city. Just like the other Hittites, Ephron had great respect for Abraham, and he said to him: “11 “No, my lord, Listen to me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. I give it to you in the presence of my people. Bury your dead.”” But once again Abraham insisted, just as before, buying the land was a covenant matter, a matter of the promise of God, the hope he has in God, and so when he persisted, Ephron sold him the land for four hundred shekels of silver. And the field in Machpelah near Mamre, the cave in it and all the trees within the borders of the field were deeded to Abraham as his property in the presence of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of the city. And afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre in the land of Canaan. On this very land all the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were buried here. Machpelah became a significant site for the people of Israel, whom God blessed to occupy the land after their exodus from Egypt.

 Before meeting Jesus I lived my life according to what my education can do for me, my life and hope was based on the job that my engineering degree would get, a nice car, a nice house, an opportunity to change my family’s situation, my mother especially who was a domestic worker. By the grace of God I graduated, got the engineering job, I could make a difference in my family situation. However my heart was not fully satisfied, and right then God called me to be a Shepherd of God’s flock on Wits campus, for many years it gave me so much joy to be used by God to teach the word of God and raise campus students as servants of God. 

However lately, I have experienced so many challenges in my life, I experienced challenges with excessive demands at work, politics and being misunderstood. Furthermore, lately, I have been stressed by my father who is now in retirement and all his savings have run out, while my little sister and brother are still at school with many needs. My heart has also been very heavy thinking about my father, who is heavily hit and still grieving the death of my brother even thought more than a year has passed. I have been stressed by how I will be able to support my family, in this very tough economy, Ona’s school and many needs in our home.

Abraham’s situation was hectic, worth worrying about, however instead of worrying, he put his faith in God, he set his hope in the kingdom of God, he put his faith in the promise of God. He said I am stranger and foreigner in this land, he purchased the land, full of faith that God will deliver in his promise, that his offspring will occupy this land. Through this I am learning, that even though my situation seems challenging, I need not allow it to consume me but remember that Jesus Christ died and rose on the third, to save me. I am challenged that instead of being consumed by the worries and losses of this world, I need to set my hope in the kingdom of God, which has been granted to me through the blood of Jesus. Furthermore, I am learning from Abraham, that I need to have faith in the promise of God, instead of focussing on my loss and worries, I need to focus on the promise of God, purchase the land, by dedicating my life to my calling as a Shepherd for Wits campus students, with faith and hope that God will raise Wits campus as a kingdom of priests and holy nation. This is how I can experience true joy and satisfaction.

I pray that God may have mercy on us all, to not set our hopes in this world, but live as strangers and foreigners in this world, set our hope in the salvation that was freely granted us through the blood of Jesus. I pray that God may help us to have faith in his promises, by faithfully purchasing the land. May God help us to think about what purchasing the land means for us, and by faith purchase it.
2

