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God Wrestled with Jacob
Genesis 32:1-33:20 (Key Verse 32:28)
Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."

1. Based on verses 1-5. How did God reveal his protective presence to Jacob as he neared his home country? What was the problem on his mind as he drew nearer home? Why was he so worried?




2. Based on verses 6-21. For Jacob’s initial contact, how did Esau respond? How did Jacob interpret his messenger’s report about Esau? What did Jacob do then? What was his main prayer request? What does this show about his faith? After prayer, what was his new direction?





Based on verses 22-32. 
3. When he was left alone, how might he have felt when left alone? In what respect did he come up against a problem entirely different from before? Why did God wrestle with Jacob? Then why did he strike Jacob’s hip socket?





4. Though he was a man who had gained much, why did he cling to God and seek a blessing? How did God bless such a Jacob (27-29)? Why is it important that he came to wrestle not with people but with God? What did Jacob name that place? Why? 




5. Based on verses 33:1-11. How did Jacob arrange his family for the meeting with Esau? Why? Describe their meeting. How had God answered Jacob’s prayer? Why did Jacob say that seeing Esau’s face was like ‘seeing the face of God’?





6. Based on verses 12-20. What did Esau propose to Jacob and why did Jacob refuse his offer? How did he confess his relationship with God (18-20)? How did he establish himself there?
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