S22 Genesis Study		Wits UBF
February 2026		South Africa

TWO NATIONS ARE IN YOUR WOMB

Genesis 25:19-34 (Key Verse 25:23)
The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two people from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”

Genesis 25:1-18 records Abraham’s later descendants through Keturah and Ishmael, yet clearly distinguishes Isaac as the sole heir of the covenant promise, underscoring God’s sovereign election rather than mere natural descent. Though Abraham provided for his other sons, he entrusted the covenant inheritance to Isaac, and after Abraham’s death, the Lord’s blessing rested uniquely upon him, while Ishmael’s line multiplied according to God’s earlier promise but lived outside the covenant line. Theologically, this passage affirms that God is faithful to bless broadly in common grace, yet His redemptive purposes advance specifically through His chosen promise, teaching us that salvation rests not on human lineage or effort but on God’s gracious, sovereign covenant.

1. Based on verses 19-21. What was the problem in Isaac’s family? What did Isaac do about it? How was his way of dealing with this problem different form the way his father Abraham had dealt with a similar problem? What can we learn about Isaac?







2. Based on verses 22-23. What problem was Rebekah experienced during her pregnancy? Why was she concerned? What did she do? What does this show about her faith? What was God’s revelation to her when she came to him with her problem? 








3. Based on verses 24-28. How were Jacob and Esau different form one another at birth? How were they different as they grew up? 






4. Based on verses 29-34. How did Esau come to sell his birthright to Jacob? What is the birthright? Why did Jacob want it? What does this show about him? Why did Esau sell the birthright? What does this show about him? What can we learn about God’s ways of working? 
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