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Faithful Purchase in a Promised Land
Genesis 23:1-20 (Key Verse 4)
“I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.”

1. What is emphasised by Sarah’s death and Abraham’s mourning? (Gen 23:1-2; cf. John 11:35) Why does Abraham describe himself as a “foreigner and stranger” in the promised land? (Gen 23:3-4; cf. Heb 11:9, 13)





2. What do the Hittites’ words about Abraham suggest about his public witness? (Gen 23:5-6, Gen 21:22) Why does Abraham request Machpelah specifically and insist on paying the price? (Gen 23:8-9, 13, 16; cf. 2 Sam 24:24) What do you learn from Abraham’s humility and careful speech in a tense negotiation? (Gen 23:7, 12-13, Prov 15:1) What is the effect of doing the transaction “in the hearing” at the city gate? (Gen 23:10, 16, 18)





3. Why does the text detail the field, cave, boundaries/trees, and repeat that it was “deeded”? (Gen 23:17-18, 20) How is this purchase significant, given God’s promise of the whole land? (Gen 23:17-20; cf. Gen 13:14-17) What does Sarah’s burial place signal about Abraham’s long-term covenant hope? (Gen 23:19, Gen 49:29–32; Heb 11:10)




4. Where do you need Abraham’s kind of integrity refusing shortcuts, paying what is right, and protecting your witness? (Gen 23:13, 16, Rom 12:17) How should “strangers and pilgrims” live today especially in grief, property, and planning for the future? (Gen 23:4, 1 Pet 2:11; 1 Thess 4:13)
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